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Douglas Forest Protective Association 

From the District Manager 

 
Dear Members and Friends: 

 

Lǘ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ CƻǊŜǎǘ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛǾŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ !ƴƴǳŀƭ wŜǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ нлмлΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŘƻŎǳπ

ments and illustrates accomplishments and challenges over the past year. My thanks to the DFPA staff responsible for 

compiling the data, charts and photos that help make this a thorough account of the fire season and other programs 

within our Association. 

  

We were met early on in the fire season with an issue that could impact or put an end to our Youth County Crew Pro-

gram. In a decision passed down by the U.S. Department of Labor, workers under the age of 18 are no longer allowed to 

work on fires. The decision went into effect July 19th, just three days after DFPA was notified. This program, which is 

funded through county funding, has been a staple of the DFPA for nearly 40 years. Thankfully, we were able to retain 

these young workers for work outside of fire suppression for the remainder of the 2010 Fire Season. At this time, we are 

uncertain of what the future holds. Changing a rule at the federal level can be quite difficult and take multiple years. We 

have asked for an opinion from the DOL on our program and if it meets the current intention of the rule. We are hoping 

to hear back from them soon in order to continue on with the youth program that has been so important to our young 

people in the past. 

  

The state of the economy continues to strain the fire protection program statewide. A 9% cut initiated by the Governor 

forced each district to alter budgets making it difficult to maintain an adequate level of protection for our landowners. 

¢ƘŜ ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƳƻǳƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ϷосфΣфон ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 5Ct!Ωǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ нлмлκмм CƛǎŎŀƭ ¸ŜŀǊΦ hƴŜ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ 

was to delay the hiring of crews, which also delayed training. The risk was alleviated to a degree from the wet weather 

that preceded fire season. Other reductions included eliminating staffing for the Mt. Scott Lookout, and the contract 

helicopter was funded with one time credits from previous years rather than from budgeted funds. We continue to 

search for more efficient ways to provide an adequate level of protection to your lands, while minimizing loss to fire at a 

reasonable cost. This requires that we work closely with all landowners and our neighbors to strengthen relationships 

and coordination. 

  

The 2010 fire season was moderate. Unseasonably wet spring weather carried well into June prolonging the start of fire 

season and kept conditions at bay for much of July. This was evident by the lack of fire spread witnessed by crews dur-

ing initial attack. Severe fire weather arrived much later and thunderstorm activity throughout the summer was usually 

accompanied with moisture and very few fires. A few fires showed some potential but were quickly suppressed with 

excellent initial attack efforts by DFPA and rural fire department crews. 

  

Success in fire protection has always been and will continue to be our ability to have a complete and coordinated fire 

protection system; not just at the district level here in Douglas County, but with our neighbors as well. We are fortunate 

to have solid working relationships with our landowners, state and federal partners, rural and city fire departments, and 

the general public. Our success is also dependent upon the strong support and direction from our Board of Directors. 

We are also very fortunate to have a group of faithful, hard working, and professional employees that believe in their 

purpose.  

  

Melvin Thornton 

District Manager 
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See Aircraft on page 3 

2010 Annual Report 

Fire Season Review 
The 2010 Fire Season was moderate for DFPA. Just 42 

fires burned 45 acres. The fire season was preceded by a 

substantial amount of rain in the spring. The extensive 

moisture delayed the start of fire season and kept fire 

danger down until much later in the summer. Fire season 

was declared on June 28th. 

 

A Red Flag Warning was issued August 17th and pro-

duced thunderstorm activity across the county and state.  

The storm was far milder than predicted and only pro-

duced one lightning caused fire on the District, which 

was confined to a single tree in the White Rock area. 

DFPA assisted the Umpqua National Forest during the 

event, which had 24 lightning caused fires. 

 

A lawn mower caused fire on August 27th between Drain 

and Elkton burned six acres of grass and blackberries and 

threatened two homes.  

 

A small amount of rain fell across the District August 

30th that dropped fire danger from extreme to moder-

ate. A second dose of rain fell in mid-September that led 

to the suspension of the Regulated Use Closure. 

 

Moderate weather and seasonably warm days followed 

for three weeks until a weekend wetting rain brought an 

end to fire season October 10th. The fire season lasted 

105 days.  
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Aviation 
Marble Mountain Helicopters provided air support in 

2010. The ship and crew were dispatched 33 times and 

took action on 6 fires on the District and  6 others out of 

District.  

 

The helicopter was partially funded through a cost/share 

agreement between DFPA and the Umpqua National 

Forest to cover both organizations aviation initial attack 

needs during the peak of fire season. The helicopter 

spent 68 total days on the District. Nearly 12 hours of 

flight time was spent out of District.  
DFPA working alongside rural fire departments  

during the Hilltop structure fire in July. 

The Parker Creek Fire between Drain and Elkton burned six 

acres and threatened two homes (lower right).  

The Days Bland Fire, caused by illegal debris burning, 

blackened the side of a barn and burned two acres.  

2010 Prescribed Burning Program 

 2010 5-Yr Avg. 

Grazing Acres 13,252 10,499 

Debris Pile Permits 216 196 

Incinerator Permits 4 69 


